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Cattle Identification Rule to be explained at Florida Cattlemen’s Convention

GAINESVILLE  – As part of its on-going efforts to raise awareness and compliance of Florida’s new Cattle 
Identification Rule, the Florida Department and Agricultural and Consumer Services Division of Animal Indus-
try will hold a booth at the Florida Cattlemen’s Association annual convention.

This year, the Florida Cattlemen’s Association convention and allied trade show will take place at the Omni 
Champions Gate in Orlando, June 16-18. The trade show hours of operation are Tuesday, June 16, 2015 4:00-
8:00 pm and Wednesday, June 17, 2015 1:00-4:30 pm.

This annual event is a time for Florida cattlemen and women, as well as stakeholders in the industry, to gather to 
discuss the latest information pertaining to the cattle industry. 

While there, the Division of Animal Industry will explain the new Florida Cattle Identification Rule as well as 
its benefits for producers. 

For more information on the Florida Cattle Tagging Rule visit www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/
Animal-Industry or call the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services at 850-410-0900.  
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Information on Cattle Tagging to Visit Florida Cattlemen’s Convention

GAINESVILLE FLORIDA (February 20, 2015) – The Florida Department and Agricultural and Consumer 
Services (FDACS) Division of Animal Industry will be present at the Florida Cattlemen’s Association annual 
convention.

The FDACS Division of Animal Industry will hold a booth at the Florida Cattlemen’s Association convention 
and allied trade show, June 16-18. The convention will take place at the Omni Champions Gate in Orlando. 

The FDACS Division of Animal Industry will communicate the message of the new Florida cattle tagging 
regulations as well as benefits for producers. 

For more information, contact Stephen Monroe at 850-410-0944 or by email at stephen.monroe@
freshfromflorida.com
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BACKGROUNDER
Stephen Monroe
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Division of Animal Industry
Phone: 850-410-0944
Email: stephen.monroe@freshfromflorida.com

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Division of Animal Industry is actively working to 
increase awareness and compliance of the new Cattle Identification Rule within the state of Florida. The Cattle 
Identification Rule is in place to decrease the spread of disease among cattle and to aid in the trace back of sick 
cattle to herd of origin. 

On September 4, 2014, the organization adopted the Florida Cattle Identification Rule, which requires that cattle 
above the age of 18 months and subject to intrastate movement must be individually identified by an approved 
method. Exemptions include cattle being transferred directly to slaughter, animals moved to approved tagging 
sites, and cattle moving to another premises with the same ownership. 

The DAI has been challenged by the task of successfully dissemination a concise message about the Cattle Iden-
tification Rule. Obstacles such as resistance to compliance, lack of understanding, and lack of awareness have 
caused setbacks in this program. 

The DAI saw a need in its Cattle Identification Program and sought the help of University of Florida students 
to promote the program across the state. After analyzing the organization and the situation it faces, the Florida 
Cattle Identification Campaign team has planned a campaign that will allow DAI to clearly communicate the 
message to cattle producers throughout Florida.

The purpose of individually identifying cattle is to allow efficient and timely trace back to farm of origin in the 
case of disease outbreak. The goal of this campaign is to increase the number of cattle ranchers who are individ-
ually identifying their cattle with an approved identification device and who have their property registered with 
a premise identification number (PIN).

For more information on the Florida Cattle Tagging Rule visit www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/
Animal-Industry or call the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services at 850-410-0900.  



PUBLIC SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT
Do you want to help protect Florida’s cattle industry? 

Florida’s Division of Animal Industry is asking cattle producers across the state to insure they are in compliance 
with the new Cattle Identification Rule. 

This rule is intended to improve the state’s ability to trace diseased animals and prevent spread in an animal 
disease emergency and to protect the marketability of Florida’s cattle.

Information regarding the rule can be found on the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
website: www.freshfromflorida.com/



FACT SHEET
• The United States beef cattle industry has 

approximately a $44 billion direct and $150 
indirect economic impact, making it the largest 
single agriculture enterprise in the U.S. with over 
95 million head of cattle.1

• The U.S. dairy industry is estimated at $140 billion 
in economic output, $29 billion in household 
earnings, and more then 900,000 jobs. More then 
51,000 U.S. dairy farms provide milk, cheese and 
yogurt to the U.S. and other countries. U.S. dairy 
farmers produce almost 196 billion pounds of milk 
annually.2 

• Cattle and calf sales generated about $61.2 billion 
in 2007, accounting for about 20 percent of the 
total market value of agricultural products sold in 
the United States during the period and ranking 
first in sales among all commodities.3 

• As of January 1, 2013 all cattle and calves, 
including dairy cattle, on Florida farms and 
ranches totaled 1.66 million head.4 

• Florida is ranked 12th in cow-calf producing states 
and 17th in total cattle. Florida beef producers own 
over one million cows with an average herd size of 
63 head. 10 percent of the ranchers own 73 percent 
of the cattle. Florida’s commercial calves are 
shipped to other states to be finished and processed 
into beef.5  

• Florida’s annual beef cattle sales and sales of 
breeding stock put farm gate sales at over a half-
billion dollars.6 

• There are about 122,000 dairy cows in Florida that 
collectively produce about 2.34 billion pounds 
of milk a year. The total represents 272 million 
gallons of Florida-produced milk in the grocery 
store. Each Florida dairy cow produces about 
18,600 pounds of milk annually or about six to 
eight gallons of milk each day.7 

• The federal government launched a livestock 
identification program that went into effect March 
11. The rule requires beef cattle over 18 months of 
age and all dairy cows to be registered when they 
are shipped over state lines and outline acceptable 
forms of identification.8 

• Animal identification is important in quickly 
identifying diseased and exposed animals and is 
critical in preventing the spread of disease.9 

• Ear tags insure cattle ranchers can track, prevent 
theft, and control disease outbreak within their 
herd.10

• Florida cattle have struggled with animal disease 
outbreaks, such as Brucellosis and Tuberculosis 
and those diseases, present in other states, still 
threaten our cattle today.9

• The Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services adopted a Florida Cattle 
Identification Rule (5C-31) on September 4, 2014.  
This rule is intended to improve the state’s ability 
to trace diseased animals and prevent disease 
spread in an animal disease emergency and to 
protect the marketability of Florida cattle.8

• Today, just 37 percent of the estimated 1.4 million 
livestock farms in the U.S. are registered with the 
federal government.10

• Two-thirds of operations (66.1 percent) use some 
form of individual animal ID on at least some 
cows (Table 1).10
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• Overall, 16 percent of operations have a unique 
NAIS premises ID assigned by their State 
Department of Agriculture. Having a premises ID 
is more common among operations – 29.7 percent 
of operations with 200 or more cows, compared 
with only 11.7 percent of operations with 1 to 49 
cows (Table 3).10

Table 1. Percentage of Operations and Percentage of 
Cows, by Type of Individual Animal ID Used

Individual ID Type
Percent 

Operations 
Percent 
Cows*

Hot-iron brand 12.2 20.5

Freeze brand 2.4 3.9

Ear notch 4.8 9.8

Electronic ID or 
microchip responder 0.8 1.2

Brucellosis vaccination 
ear tag (Bang’s tag) 24.2 38.1

Other metal ear tag 1.6 2.1

Plastic ear tag 50.4 57.5

Ear tattoo (other than for 
brucellosis vaccination) 8.1 7.7

Other method 0.7 0.9

Any identification 66.1 79.1
*Percentage of all beef cows in the 24 States studied.

Table 3. Percentage of Operations with a Premises 
ID, by Herd Size

Percent Operations
Herd Size (Number of Beef Cows)

1-49 50-99 100-199
200 or 
more

All 
Operations

11.7 25.1 27.5 29.7 16.0

Table 5. Percentage of Operations with a Premises ID 
that has Implemented an Individual ID System Using 
AIN Guidelines, by Herd Size

Percent Operations
Herd Size (Number of Beef Cows)

1-49 50-99 100-199
200 or 
more

All 
Operations

6.8 5.5 18.8 22.6 9.6

• Once an operation has been assigned a unique 
premises ID by its State Department of 
Agriculture, it can obtain officially recognized 
individual animal ID, as outlined by the U.S. 
Animal Identification Number (AIN) guidelines. 
Of those operations with a premises ID, about 1 
of 10 (9.6 percent) has implemented an individual 
animal ID system utilizing the AIN guidelines 
from the NAIS (Table 5).10

CONTINUED
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